
 

1 

Domestic Visitor Profile* 

Percent Share Overnight 
Domestic Leisure Visitation 

17.6% 

Average Age 48 years 

Average Household Income $62,750 

Average Party Size 2.5 

Average Length of Stay 3.5 nights 

Quarter Trip Started* 

First Quarter 36% 

Second Quarter 19% 

Third Quarter 19% 

Fourth Quarter 26% 

Top Leisure Activities* 

Parks (National/State) 16% 

Visit Historic Site 9% 

Museum, Art Exhibit 8% 

Hike, Bike 7% 

Night Life 6% 

Cities 
Ajo, Benson, Bisbee, Catalina, Clifton, 
Douglas, Eloy, Gila Bend, Globe, Green 
Valley, Miami, Morenci, Nogales, Oracle, 
Patagonia, Rio Rico, Safford, Sierra Vista, 
Thatcher, Tombstone, Tubac, Tucson, 
Willcox 
 

Tribal Lands 
Pascua Yaqui Tribe, Tohono O’odham Nation 
 

Local Visitor Information Centers 
Ajo District Chamber, Asarco Mineral 
Discovery Center, City of Benson, City of 
Bisbee Visitor Center, City of Douglas Visitor 
Center, City of Tombstone Visitor Center, 
Gila Bend Chamber, Green Valley Chamber, 
Greenlee County Chamber , Marana 
Chamber, Metropolitan Tucson Convention & 
Visitors Bureau, Nogales-Santa Cruz County 
Chamber, Pearce-Sunsites Chamber, Sierra 
Vista Convention & Visitors Bureau, Sunland 
Visitor Center, Tubac-Santa Cruz Visitor 
Center, and Willcox Chamber 

Source: D.K. Shifflet and Associates, Ltd., 
*Due to small sample sizes data was aggregated from years 2005-2006. 

Tucson/Southern Arizona 
2006 Tourism Facts 

This region has been the setting of 
classic western films, historical 
events, and the meeting place of 
dozens of cultures.  This area is home 
to many natural treasures including 
Organ  P ipe  Cac tus  Nat iona l 
Monument, Saguaro National Park, 
Nature Conservancy’s Ramsey Canyon 
Preserve, Kartchner Caverns State 
Park, and Chiricahua National 
Monument.  

Note: Activities Excludes:Dining, Shopping, Sightseeing and Entertainment 
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Top Origin Markets*  

Phoenix, AZ 34.3% 

Tucson (Sierra Vista), AZ 11.5% 

Los Angeles, CA 8.2% 

San Diego, CA 7.6% 

Sacramento-Stockton-
Modesto, CA 

3.8% 

Seattle-Tacoma, WA 2.2% 

San Francisco-Oakland-
San Jose, CA 

2.1% 

Albuquerque-Santa Fe, NM 1.9% 

Denver, CO 1.9% 

Santa Barbara-Santa 
Maria-San Luis Obispo, CA 

1.5% 

Age of Respondent* 

Average Age 48 years 

18-34 years 30% 

35-54 years 32% 

55+ years 37% 

Household Income* 

Average HH Income $62,750 

Under $75,000 68% 

$75,000 or more 32% 

Education* 

No College education 29% 

Some College 37% 

College Degree 21% 

Post College Degree 13% 

Tucson & Southern Arizona 2006 Tourism Facts 

Accommodations* 

Paid Accommodations 46% 

Non-Paid Accommodations 54% 

Main Mode of Transportation* 

Air Travel 16% 

Auto Travel 72% 

Other Transportation  12% 

Traveling Party* 

One Adult 20% 

Couples (M/F) 49% 

Two Males or Two Females 4% 

Three or more Adults 6% 

Families 22% 

Leisure Purpose of Stay* 

Vacation (NET) 28% 

     Getaway Weekend 12% 

     General Vacation 16% 

Non-Vacation (NET) 72% 

      Visit Friend/Relative 53% 

      Special Event 10% 

      Other Personal 9% 

Source: D.K. Shifflet and Associates, Ltd., 
*Due to small sample sizes data was aggregated from years 2005-2006. 

Visitor Demographics: 

Trip Behavior: 
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Source: Smith Travel Research 
 

Economic Impact of Travel: 

Lodging: 

Total Direct 
Spending 

Earnings Employment Local Taxes State Taxes Total 
Taxes 

($ million) ($ million) (jobs) ($ million) ($ million) ($ million) 

Cochise  327.4 73.9 4,230 10.7 12.0 22.7 

Pima 2,258.0 569.6 25,870 50.2 87.4 137.6 

Santa Cruz 254.2 46.6 2,130 5.1 8.2 13.3 

Counties in 
Tucson & 
Southern 
Arizona*  

Tucson & Southern Arizona 2006 Tourism Facts 

Occupancy  Average Daily Rate 
(ADR)  

Revenue Per Available 
Room (RevPAR)  

% Change 
over 2005 

$ Change 
over 2005 

$ Change 
over 2005 

Cochise  67.5% -2.3% $57.01 2.9% $38.48 14.4% 

Pima 68.3% 3.6% $92.97 6.3% $63.49 10.1% 

Santa Cruz 69.1% 6.8% $66.70 4.4% $46.08 11.5% 

Counties in  
Tucson & Southern 

Arizona*   

• In 2006, Cochise County’s occupancy declined -2.3% over YE 2005 to 67.5%.  Occupancy was 
driven by decline in room demand at -3.0% to 620,626 rooms in 2006. 

• Pima County‘s occupancy increased 3.6% over YE 2005 to 68.3%.  This was due to an 
increase in room demand at 3.4% to 3,839,624 rooms in 2006. 

• Santa Cruz County’s occupancy increased 6.8% over YE 2005 to 59.6%.  This was due to 
room demand which increased 4.8% to 229,233 rooms in 2006.  

Lodging 
Food & 

Beverage 
Service 

Food 
Stores 

Ground 
Trans. & 

Motor Fuel 

Arts, 
Entertnmnt 
& Recreatn 

Retail 
Sales 

($ million) ($ million) ($ million) ($ million) ($ million) ($ million) 

Cochise  40.4 74.0 57.8 50.4 41.3 62.7 

Pima 413 537 107 336 323 488 

Santa Cruz 15.3 34.1 90.0 15.9 9.2 89.6 

Counties in 
Tucson & 
Southern 
Arizona*  

Air 
Transport 
(visitors 

only) 

($ million) 

0.0 

22 

0.0 

Visitor Spending by Commodity Purchased  

Total Direct Travel Spending/Employment/Taxes Generated by Travel Spending 

Source: Arizona Travel Impacts, Dean Runyan Associates 

* The Tucson & Southern region is a marketing area created by the Arizona Office of Tourism.  
The counties in this report are not completely synonymous with the Tucson & Southern region.  
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National Parks: 

State Parks: 

National Parks in 
Tucson & Southern 

Arizona: 

2006 
Visitation 

% Change 
from 2005 

Coronado NM 70,483 -18.6% 

Chiricahua NM 61,579 2.2% 

Fort Bowie NHS 10,568 9.4% 

Tumacacori NHP 44,452 -5.3% 

Organ Pipe Cactus 295,609 5.5% 

Saguaro NP 619,983 -14.7% 

Tucson & Southern Arizona 2006 Tourism Facts 

State Parks in Tucson 
& Southern Arizona: 

2006 
Visitation 

% Change 
from 2005 

Catalina SP 143,901 10.6% 

Kartchner Caverns SP 157,417 -12.1% 

Picacho Peak SP 58,347 -45.8% 

Roper Lake SP 70,417 18.7% 

Tombstone Courthouse SP 50,936 1.4% 

Tubac Presidio SP 17,636 6.8% 

Patagonia Lake SP 180,608 -2.2% 

Oracle SP 10,038 27.5% 

San Rafael SP 0 n/a 

Source: National Park Service 

Source: Arizona State Parks 

Top Attractions: 

TOP VISITED NATIONAL PARKS 
IN TUCSON & SOUTHERN ARIZONA 

 

1. Saguaro NP           619,983 
2. Organ Pipe Cactus             295,609 
3. Coronado NM             70,483 
4. Chiricahua NM             61,579 
5. Tumacacori NHP                   44,452 

National Parks in the Tucson & Southern 
Region of Arizona represent: 
• 6 of the 21 National Parks in Arizona 
• 9.6% of total visitation to Arizona 

National Parks 

Top Five Natural Attractions 
 in Tucson & Southern Arizona 

2006  
Visitation 

Saguaro National Park 3,140,393 

Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument 313,103 

Patagonia Lake State Park 180,608 

Tohono Chul Park 167,536 

Colossal Cave Mountain Park 160,000 

Top Five Private Attractions  
in Tucson & Southern Arizona 

2006  
Visitation 

Tombstone 577,684 

Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum 475,000 

Reid Park Zoo 457,468 

Old Tucson Studios 200,000 

Pima Air & Space Museum 140,000 

TOP VISITED STATE PARKS 
IN TUCSON & SOUTHERN ARIZONA 

 

1. Patagonia Lake           180,608 
2. Kartchner Caverns             157,417 
3. Catalina           143,901 
4. Roper Lake             70,417 
5. Picacho Peak                        58,347 

State Parks in the Tucson & Southern 
Region of Arizona represent: 
• 9 of the 28 Arizona State Parks 
• 30.6% of total visitation to Arizona 

State Parks 

Source: Directly from entity 


